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ProposedMitigatedNegativeDeclaration
Pursuantto:Division13,PublicResourcesCode

PROJECTDESCRIPTION

StanislausCountyPublicWorksDepartment(County),incoordinationwiththeCalifornia
DepartmentofTransportation(Caltrans),isproposingtoreplacetheexistingMiltonRoadover
HoodsCreekBridge(BridgeNo.38C0232)withatwo-lanebridgestructuretoprovideimproved
safetyandoperationsonthefacilityaspartoftheMiltonRoadoverHoodsCreekBridge
ReplacementProject.TheexistingbridgehasbeenflaggedasFunctionallyObsoletebyCaltrans
undertheFederalHighwayAdministrationprescribedinspectioncriteria.TheProjectisneeded

tomeetcurrentstructuraldesignstandards.

DETERMINATION

ThisproposedMitigatedNegativeDeclaration(MND)isincludedtogivenoticetointerested
agenciesandthepublicthatitistheCounty’sintenttoadoptanMNDforthisProject.

StanislausCountyhaspreparedanInitialStudyforthisProjectandhasdeterminedfromthis
studythattheProjectwouldnothaveasignificanteffectontheenvironmentforthefollowing

reasons:

TheProjectwouldhavenoimpactonenergy,landuseandplanning;mineralresources;
populationandhousing;publicservices,recreation;andwildfire.

TheProjectwouldhavealessthansignificantimpactonaesthetics;agricultureandforest
resources;geologyandsoils;greenhousegasemissions;andutilitiesandservicesystems.

TheProjectwouldhavelessthansignificantimpactwithmitigationincorporatedonairquality;
biologicalresources;culturalresources;hazardsandhazardousmaterials;hydrologyandwater
quality;noise;transportationandtraffic;tribalculturalresources;andmandatoryfindingsof
significance.
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ChuckCovoloDate
ProjectManager
DepartmentofPublicWorks
StanislausCounty
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EXECUTIVESUMMARY

StanislausCounty,incoordinationwiththeCaltrans,isproposingtoreplacetheexistingMilton
RoadoverHoodsCreekBridge(BridgeNo.38C0232)withatwo-lanebridgestructuretoprovide
improvedsafetyandoperationsonthefacilityaspartoftheMiltonRoadoverHoodsCreekBridge
ReplacementProject.Thebridgereplacementwouldbeatwo-span,cast-in-place,post-tensioned
slabbridgesupportedonskewedabutmentsandarowof24’diameterpileextension.Tablei,
below,providesasummaryofpotentialimpactstoenvironmentalresourcesfromtheProject.

ThisenvironmentaldocumentispreparedinconformancewiththerequirementsoftheCalifornia
EnvironmentalQualityAct(CEQA)PublicResourcesCode21000-21178.StanislausCountyis
theLeadAgencyforCEQAimplementation.

TableI:SummaryofPotentialImpacts

ResourceProjectImpactsSummaryofAvoidance,Minimization,
and/orMitigationMeasures

AestheticsLessthansignificantN/A
AgricultureandForestLessthansignificantN/A
Resources

LessthansignificantwithDustanderosioncontrolduring
AirQualitymitigationincorporatedconstruction.

EnvironmentallySensitiveAreaFencing;
Lessthansignificantwithpre-constructionnestingbirdsurveys;

BiologicalResourcesmitigationincorporatedandmeasurestominimizeoravoid
impactstospecialstatuswildlifespecies.

LessthansignificantwithCompliancewithregulationsrelatingto
CulturalResourcesmitigationincorporateddiscoveryofpreviouslyunknowncultural

resourcesorhumanremains.

EnergyNoimpactN/A
GeologyandSoilsLessthansignificantStandardBMPsincorporated.

GreenhouseGas
ComplywithalllocalAirQuality

LessthansignificantManagementDistrictrules,ordinances,
Emissionsandregulationsforairqualityrestrictions.
HazardsandLessthansignificantwithProperhandlingofpotentialhazardous
HazardousMaterialsmitigationincorporatedmaterials.
HydrologyandWaterLessthansignificantwithStandardBMPsandStormWater
QualitymitigationincorporatedManagementPlan.
LandUseandNoimpactN/A
Planning
MineralResourcesNoimpactN/A

NoiseLessthansignificantwith
Minimizeconstruction-generatednoise.

mitigationincorporated
PopulationandNoimpactN/A
Housing
PublicServicesNoimpactN/A
RecreationNoimpactN/A
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ResourceProjectImpacts
SummaryofAvoidance,Minimization,
and/orMitigationMeasures

Transportation/TrafficLessthansignificantN/A
TribalCulturalLessthansignificantwithCompliancewithregulationsrelatingto
Resourcesmitigationincorporatedculturalresources
UtilitiesandServiceLessthansignificantN/A
Systems
WildfireNoimpactN/A

Withmitigationmeasuresinplace,all
impactswillbereducedtolessthan

MandatoryFindingsofLessthansignificantwithsignificant.Potentiallycumulative
Significancemitigationincorporatedimpactstobiologicalresourceswillalso

bereducedtolessthansignificant
impactswithmitigationincorporated.

ThedetailedCEQAchecklistsummarizingspecificProjectimpactsisincludedwithineachofthe
sectionsoftheInitialStudyprovidedinChapter2ofthisdocument.
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1.0Project

1.0PROJECT

1.1INTRODUCTION

StanislausCounty,incoordinationwithCaltrans,proposestoreplacetheexistingMiltonRoad
overHoodsCreekBridge(BridgeNo.38C0232)withatwo-lanebridgestructuretoprovide
improvedsafetyandoperationsonthefacility.

1.2PROJECTDESCRIPTION

TheMiltonRoadoverHoodsCreekBridgeislocatedinthenorthernpartofStanislausCounty,
Californiaapproximately1.6milessouthofStateRoute4,Section23,TownshipiN,Range1OE
(37921142N,120.843756W).TheexistingMiltonRoadoverHoodsCreekBridgewas
constructedin1931andisanorth-southtwo-laneroadclassifiedasaMajorCollectorRuralRoad
connectingStanislausCountyandSanJoaquinCounty.Currently,theexisting123-foot-long
bridgehasanaveragedailytraffic(ADT)ofapproximately1718vehiclesperday.Theexisting
bridgehasbeenflaggedasFunctionallyObsoletebyCaltransundertheFederalHighway
Administration(FHWA)prescribedinspectioncriteria.TheProjectisneededtomeetcurrent
structuraldesignstandardstoprovideimprovedsafetyandoperationsonthefacility.

Theexisting6-spanreinforcedT-beambridgeis123feetlongand22.3feetwide.Thebridge
replacementwouldbeatwo-span,cast-in-placepost4ensionedslabbridgesupportedonskewed
abutmentsandarowof24”diameterpileextension.Thebridgestructurewouldbe126’long,32’
wideandwouldincludetwo11-footlaneswith34ootshouldersand2-foot-wideConcreteBarrier
Type85.Thebridgewillbesupportedonseattypeabutmentsfoundedoncast-in-steel-shellpiles
andapierfoundedonpileextensions.ThedesignwillmeetcurrentAmericanAssociationof
StateHighwayandTransportationOfficials(AASHTO)standardsandStocktonEastWater
District(SEWD)requirements.ThisProjectisincludedintheFiscalYears2018/2019Federal
TransportationImprovement(FTIP)andisfundedthroughtheHighwayBridgeProgram.

Itisanticipatedthatexcavators,dozers,dumptrucks,concretetrucks,drillrigs,andconcrete
pumpswillberequiredtoconstructthenewbridge.

Thereareexistingoverheadelectricallinesontheeastoftheroadwaythatwillrequirerelocation.
Closecoordinationwiththelocalutilitycompanieswillbecarriedoutinordertomanagethe
temporaryand/orpermanentrelocationoftheseutilities.Nopermanentrightofwayacquisition
isanticipatedforthenewbridge,buttemporaryrightofwaywouldbeneededfromtwoadjacent
propertiestodetourMiltonRoadoverthecreekupstreamordownstreamoftheexistingbridge.
MiltonRoadoverHoodsCreekwillremainopenduringconstructionbycreatingatemporaryroad
immediatelyeastorwestoftheexistingbridge.

ConstructionwithinRiverine—HoodsCreekwouldbelimitedtotemporarygrounddisturbance
associatedwithconstructionactivities,installationofatemporarywaterdiversion,andminimal
permanentfillsasaresultoffoundationremovalandrepairsandrockslopeprotectiontoprevent
erosion.Awaterdiversionwillbeinstalledifwaterispresentwithinthechannel.Thisdiversion
willaccommodatethenormalflowofRiverine—HoodsCreek.Thetemporarywaterdiversion
planwillultimatelybedesignedbythecontractorbutwilllikelyconsistofplasticsheetingand



1.0Project

sandorgravelbags,orsimilarmaterial!totemporarilyre-directflowsthroughatemporaryculvert.
Atemporaryroadwillbeconstructedoverthetemporaryculverttoaccommodatetrafficduring
construction.Thetemporarywaterdiversionwillberemoveduponcompletionofconstruction.

ConstructionisanticipatedtobegininJuly2024andisproposedtotakeapproximately8months
tocomplete.

1.3PERMITSANDAPPROVALSNEEDED

EnvironmentalfindingswithintheProjectincludeimpactstowatersoftheU.S.,impactstohabitat
forfederallyandstatelistedwildlifespecies,potentialeffectstowaterquality,andutility
relocations.Thefollowingconsultationsandenvironmentalpermitswillbeobtainedpriortothe
startofconstruction.

Table1:PermitandApprovalsNeeded

L
AgencyPermitlApprovalStatus

RegionalWaterQualityWillbeObtainedPriorto 401WaterQualityCertification
ControlBoardConstruction

CleanWaterAct402National
EnvironmentalProtectionWillbeObtainedPriorto PollutantDischargeEliminationConstruction AgencySystem

CaliforniaDepartmentof1602StreambedAlterationWillbeObtainedPriorto
FishandWildlifeAgreementConstruction

WillbeObtainedPriorto UnitedStatesArmy404NationwidePermit14
CorpsofEngineersConstruction

CaliforniaDepartmentofWillbeObtainedPriorto 2081IncidentalTakePermit
FishandWildlifeConstruction

UnitedStateFishandBiologicalOpinionforCaliforniaTigerWillbeObtainedPriorto
WildlifeServiceSalamanderConstruction

2
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2.0InitialStudy

2.0InitialStudy

ThischapterexplainstheimpactsthattheProjectwouldhaveonthehuman,physical,and

biologicalenvironmentsintheProjectarea.Itdescribestheexistingenvironmentthatcouldbe

affectedbytheProject,potentialimpactsfromthealternatives,andavoidance,minimization,

and/ormitigationmeasures.Anyindirectimpactsareincludedinthegeneralimpactsanalysisand

discussionsthatfollow.

2.1AESTHETICS

LessThan
Potentially.LessThan

WouldtheProject:Significant
Significant

Significant
No

withImpact
Impact.Impact

Mitigation

a)HaveasubstantialadverseeffectonascenicLILI
vista?

b)Substantiallydamagescenicresources,including,ULIU
butnotlimitedto,trees,rockoutcroppings,and
historicbuildingswithinastatescenichighway?

c)Innon-urbanizedareas,substantiallydegradetheULIU
existingvisualcharacterorqualityofpublicviewsof
thesiteanditssurroundings?

d)CreateanewsourceofsubstantiallightorglareLICU
whichwouldadverselyaffectdayornighttimeviews
inthearea?

REGULATORYSETTING

TheCaliforniaEnvironmentalQualityAct(CEQA)establishesthatitisthepolicyofthestateto

takeallactionnecessarytoprovidethepeopleofthestate‘with...enjoymentofaesthetic,natural,

scenicandhistoricenvironmentalqualities(CAPublicResourcesCodeSection21001[bJ).”

StanislausCountydoesnothavespecificsectionsorchaptersregardingaestheticsorvisual

resourceswithintheirrespectiveGeneralPlans.

DISCUSSION

a)Haveasubstantialadverseeffectonascenicvista?

NoImpact.NodesignatedscenicvistasareatorneartheproposedProjectarea.MiltonRoadis

notadesignatedScenicHighwayintheNationalScenicBywaysProgramnorisitaStateScenic

Highway(ScenicAmerica2022).Nolandspreservedunderasceniceasementorcontractare

withinoradjacenttotheProjectarea.Furthermore,therearenoWildandScenicRiverswithin

theProjectcorridor,asdesignatedpertheWildandScenicRiversActof1968.Therefore,the

ProjectwouldhaveNoImpacttoascenicvistaorWildandScenicRiver.

8



2.0InitialStudy

b)Substantiallydamagescenicresources,including,butnotlimitedto,trees,rock
outcroppings,andhistoricbuildingswithinastatescenichighway?

NoImpact.TheProjectwouldnotsubstantiallychangetheexistingvisualcharacterorqualityof

publicviewsofthesite.TheProjectsiteisnotlocatedwithinaStateScenicHighwaynoristhe
sitevisiblefromastatehighway,includinganystatehighwaysdesignatedasscenichighways.
Furthermore,theProjectwouldonlyrequireminimalvegetationremoval,butnotreesare

anticipatedtoberemoved.Therefore,NoImpacttoscenicresourceswithinaStateScenic

HighwaywouldresultfromdevelopmentoftheProject,andnomitigationisrequired.

c)Innon-urbanizedareas,substantiallydegradetheexistingvisualcharacterorqualityof
publicviewsofthesiteanditssurroundings?

LessThanSignificantImpact.TheproposedProjectdoesnotincludemajorverticalfeaturesor
othervisualintrusionsthatwouldblockviewsofthesurroundingagriculturalselling.Theexisting

bridgewillbereplacedbyasimilarlysizedstructure,andthereforechangesinthevisual
environmentalwouldbeminimalandwouldnotdrasticallyaltertheProjectareaorsurrounding
environment.Duringconstruction,motoristsandnearbyresidentsmayobserveheavy
constructionequipment,temporarytrafficcontrolfeatures,lighting,andconstructionworkers.

VisualeffectsduetoProjectconstructionwouldbeshort-termandwouldceasetopersistupon

Projectcompletion.Visualimpactswouldbetemporaryandtherefore,willbeLessThan

SignificantImpact.

d)Createanewsourceofsubstantiallightorglarewhichwouldadverselyaffectdayor
nighttimeviewsinthearea?

NoImpact.TheProjectwouldnotcreateanewsourceoflightorglare,andthereforewouldnot

impactnighttimeviewsinthearea.TheProjectwouldhaveaNoImpactonnewsubstantiallight
sources,orglaresthatwouldaffectdayornighttimeviews.

FINDINGS

TheProjectwouldhaveLessThanSignificantImpactrelatingtoaesthetics.

9



2.0InitialStudy

2.2AGRICULTUREANDFORESTRESOURCES

LessThan
PotentiallyLessThan

WouldtheProject:Significant
Significant

Significant
No

withImpact
ImpactImpact

Mitigation

Indeterminingwhetherimpactstoagriculturalresourcesaresignificantenvironmentaleffects,lead
agenciesmayrefertotheCaliforniaAgriculturalLandEvaluationandSiteAssessmentModel(1997)
preparedbytheCaliforniaDept.ofConservationasanoptionalmodeltouseinassessingimpactson
agricultureandfarmland.Indeterminingwhetherimpactstoforestresources,includingtimberland,are
significantenvironmentaleffects,leadagenciesmayrefertoinformationcompiledbytheCalifornia
DepartmentofForestryandFireProtectionregardingthestate’sinventoryofforestland,includingthe
ForestandRangeAssessmentProjectandtheForestLegacyAssessmentProject;andtheforestcarbon
measurementmethodologyprovidedinForestProtocolsadoptedbytheCaliforniaAirResourcesBoard.
WouldtheProject:

a)ConvertPrimeFarmland,UniqueFarmland,or
FarmlandofStatewideImportance(Farmland),as
shownonthemapspreparedpursuanttotheFarmlandEUH
MappingandMonitoringProgramoftheCalifornia
ResourcesAgency,tonon-agriculturaluse?

b)Conflictwithexistingzoningforagriculturaluse,ora
U WilliamsonActcontract?

c)Conflictwithexistingzoningfor,orcauserezonin9
of,forestland(asdefinedinPublicResourcesCode
section12220(g)),timberland(asdefinedbyPublic
ResourcesCodesection4526),ortimberlandzoned
TimberlandProduction(asdefinedbyGovernment
Codesection51104(g))?

d)Resultinthelossofforestlandorconversionof
HH forestlandtonon-forestuse?

e)Involveotherchangesintheexistingenvironment
which,duetotheirlocationornature,couldresultin

n conversionofFarmland,tonon-agriculturaluseor
conversionofforestlandtonon-forestuse?

AFFECTEDENVIRONMENT

AgricultureistheleadingindustryinStanislausCountyandtheProjectareaincludesparcels

undertheWilliamsonAct,alsoknownastheCaliforniaLandConservationActof1965.The

proposedbridgereplacementwouldnotconflictwiththegoalsandobjectivesdefinedinthe

AgriculturalElementoftheStanislausCountyGeneralPlan,whichwasdesignedtostrengthen

theagriculturalsectorandconserveagriculturallandsforagriculturaluses.

10



2.0InitialStudy

DISCUSSION

a)ConvertPrimeFarmland,UniqueFarmland,orFarmlandofStatewideImportance
(Farmland),asshownonthemapspreparedpursuanttotheFarmlandMappingand
MonitoringProgramoftheCaliforniaResourcesAgency,tonon-agriculturaluse?

NoImpact.AdatabasesearchwasconductedthroughtheCaliforniaDepartmentof
Conservation-ImportantFarmlandFindertoidentifyPrimeandUniqueFarmlandinthevicinityof
theProjectarea(CaliforniaDepartmentofConservation2021).Thisqueryrevealedthatland
withinanddirectlyadjacenttotheProjectareaisclassifiedasGrazingLandandisnotconsidered
PrimeFarmland,UniqueFarmland,orFarmlandofStatewideImportance.Therefore,theProject
wouldhaveNoImpacttoPrimeandUniqueFarmlandorFarmlandofStatewideImportance.

b)Conflictwithexistingzoningforagriculturaluse,oraWilliamsonActcontract?

LessThanSignificantImpact.TheProjectwouldnotconflictwithexistingzoningforagricultural
use,sincenopermanentright-of-wayacquisitionisanticipated,andtheproposedProjectfeatures
wouldremainwithinStanislausCountyright-of-way.Twoparcelsadjacenttotheexistingbridge
areundertheWilliamsonAct(Figure4.ParcelsundertheWilliamsonAct).TheProjectwould
requireatemporaryconstructioneasementofapproximately1.7acresfromAPN001-018-008
(Cromwell),westoftheexistingbridge,toaccommodateatemporaryroadduringconstruction,
aswellasapproximately0.3acresfromAPN001-010-032(Telles)forconstructionaccess.After
completionoftheProject,alltemporarystructureswouldberemovedfromtheseproperties.The
Projectwouldonlyresultintemporaryimpactsduetoconstructionandisconsistentwithstate
andlocalfarmlandprotectionprogramsandpolicies.Therefore,theProjectwouldhaveaLess
ThanSignificantImpactonfarmlandandWilliamsonActland.

c)Conflictwithexistingzoningfor,orcauserezoningof,forestland(asdefinedinPublic
ResourcesCodesection12220(g)),timberland(asdefinedbyPublicResourcesCode
section4526),ortimberlandzonedTimberlandProduction(asdefinedbyGovernment
Codesection51104(g))?

NoImpact.TherearenoforestsorforestresourceslocatedwithintheProjectarea.Therefore,
theProjectwillhaveNoImpacttoexistingzoning,orcauserezoningof,forestland,timberland,
ortimberlandzonedTimberlandProduction.

d)Resultinthelossofforestlandorconversionofforestlandtonon-forestuse?

NoImpact.TherearenoforestsorforestresourceslocatedwithintheProjectarea.Therefore,
theProjectwouldhaveNoImpacttolossofforestlandorconversionofforestlandtonon4orest
use.

11
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